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Refemng to the transmittal of the International Search Report and the Written Opinion dated 30 
March 2006, we hereby disclose the following publications in respect of the above International 
Application: WO03008756 {Bosma), US 3,099,318 (Miller), US 3.918,523 (Stuber), US 
4,936,386 (Colangelo), US 5,810,085 (James), US 5,048,605 (Toon), US 5,195,583 (Toon), US 
5.657,822 (James), US 6,848,505 (Richard). 

In our view, Bosma is the most relevant publication. Hence, and pursuant to Article 19 PCT, 
please find enclosed amended claims 1 - 12 intended to replace claims 1 - 6 as originally filed. 
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AMENDED CLAIMS 

1. 

A device for expanding into a cavity (16) in a borehole (2), said cavity (16) being at 
least partly defined by a casting material ( 1 0) disposed in the borehole (2), characterized 
by an annular element (6) disposed on a tubular element (1) in the borehole and 
comprising an expandable material capable of extending from a retracted state to an 
expanded state. 

2. 

The device of claim 1, wherein the cavity (16) is at least partly defined by the borehole 
(2) wall. 

3. 

The device of claim 1 , wherein the cavity (16) is at least partly defined by the tubular 
element (1). 

4. 

The device of any of claims 1 - 3, wherein the cavity (16) at least partly holds a fluid. 
5. 

The device of claims 1 and 4, Wherein the annular element (6) is adapted to extend from 
the retracted state to the expanded state as a reaction to exposure to a fluid in the cavity 
(16). 

6. 

The device of claim 1, wherein the easting material (10) comprises hardended concrete. 
7. 

The device of claim 1, wherein the cavity (16) comprises an elongated channel 
substantially defined by the casting material (10) , the tubular element (1) and the 
borehole (2) wall. 



8. 

A method for providing a barrier in a cavity (16) in a borehole (2), said cavity (16) 
being at least partly defined by a casting material (10) disposed in the borehole (2), 
characterized by the steps of: 

- on a tubular element (1), disposing one or more annular elements (6) comprising an 
expandable material capable of extending from a retracted state to an expanded state; 

- extending the tubular element (1) into the borehole; 

- providing a casting material (1 0) into a first volume (12) defined by a the borehole (2) 
wall and the outer surface of said tubular element (1); 

whereby the expandable material may extend into said cavity (16). 

9. 

The method of claim 8, wherein the annular elements (6) comprise aplarality of 
elements placed at substantially regular intervals along a length of the tubular element 
(1). 

10. 

The method of claim 8, wherein the expandable element (6) is adapted to extend from 
the retracted state to the expanded state as a reaction to exposure to a fluid in the cavity 
(16). 

11. 

The method of claim 8, wherein the expandable material extends into the cavity (16) 
after the casting material (10) has hardended. 

12. 

The method of claim 8, wherein the cavity (16) comprises an elongated channel 
substantially defined by the casting material (10) , the tubular element (1) and the 
borehole (2) wall. 



